Summer 2018

ROLL-THE-DICE: JOIN THE DPCF
FOR AN EVENING OF FUN —
OUR ANNUAL FUNDRAISER AT
DES PLAINES RIVERS CASINO!

Come hedge your bets and double down with the
Des Plaines Community Foundation (DPCF) on Friday,
September 7, 2018 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. The Foundation
hosts one fundraiser each year and this will be our 15th
annual event. It will be held at Rivers Casino Cube
Nightclub in Des Plaines.
Tickets for the event are $85 per person and will include
appetizers, gourmet dinner, open bar and an exciting new
addition to our entertainment this year—the 7th Heaven
Band!
7th Heaven has topped Midwest Billboard’s charts
THREE TIMES and their singles, Spotlight, Better This
Way and Sing can be heard on Chicagoland radio! For
us, they will be performing everyone’s favorite tunes from
Journey, the Beatles, Bon Jovi, Def Leppard and U2.
There will be a raffle featuring a grand prize of $1,000
and multiple second and third prizes valued at $200 each.
We will also be bringing back the popular fundraising
game, “Heads or Tails”. To play, guests can purchase a
light up ring upon entry to join the fun and win a prize.
Silent auction items will include golf packages, spa and
sporting events, collectibles, gifts and more. You must be
21 years old to attend.
“Please help our cause by attending and/or supporting
our 15th annual fundraiser benefitting the Des Plaines
Continued on page 3

A NOTE FROM ROSEMARY
The Des Plaines Community
Foundation is a 501(c) 3 non-profit
organization that is made up completely
of volunteers.
The Foundation funds the programs
and services provided through the Des
Plaines Healthy Community Partnership.
The Partnership brings Des Plaines
resources together to improve quality of
life for those who live and work in the
Rosemary Argus
community. Together the organization
supports programs that provide support for youth, senior citizens,
and people with special needs and helps promote a healthy and
safe community environment.
Besides all the folks who have generously donated to be our
fundraiser sponsors we would like to thank the Alliant Foundation,
Rivers Casino, the Edward and Wanda Jordan Family Foundation,
the Chicago Mar Thoma Church, The Johnsen Brothers, Bob and
Terry Lewandowski, Dan and Jody Whalen, Prairie Sky Financial,
City of Des Plaines, BMO Harris Bank, Orange Crush Foundation,
Anderson Lock, Pesche Flowers and ITW/Fastex for all their
financial support to fund our programs.
We would also like to thank each and every trustee on our
Board for all their help in accomplishing all the good work we have
achieved for the residents who live and work in Des Plaines. It
takes all of us working together to be successful. God Bless.
Please help our cause by attending and/or supporting the 15th
annual fundraiser at the new Des Plaines Rivers Casino on Friday,
September 7th. You can “Bet on the Des Plaines Community
Foundation” because for every $1 we receive, we provide $12 of
service to our residents. We are able to do this because we are all
volunteers!

THE CUBE:
ENJOY A GALA
NIGHT AT THE
DES PLAINES
RIVERS CASINO
The event includes food
stations and several
open bars where guests
can enjoy the ultimate
in mixology
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FOUNDATION AWARDS FIVE
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
The Des Plaines Community Foundation (DPCF)
recently awarded five $1,500 educational scholarships to
2018 local area college students. This is the sixth year the
Foundation has offered these scholarships.
According to Rosemary Argus, executive director of the
Foundation, the scholarships are available for both two-year
and four-year college students starting school in 2018.
“We believe that helping our young adults obtain a
college education is an investment, not only in the future
of our youth, but also in the future of Des Plaines,” said
Argus. “The scholarships will help bring a college degree
within reach for students who need it most.”
The five 2018 recipients for the Foundation scholarships
are Michael Bilotich, Caty Buchaniec and Bhagirath
Mehta from Maine West High School; Hazel Patel from
Maine East High School, and Hannah Siebert from Elk
Grove High School. They were chosen out of more than 40
applicants who applied in the 2017 school year.
The DPCF scholarship committee trustees who judged
the applicants are Rich Holke, Kimberly Potokar, Mark
Lucaccioni, Sandra Hansen, Kathy Puetz, Margaret
Polovchak, Sherry Gardner and Dick Sayad. They judged
the student applications based on strict guidelines and
required paperwork.
Students considered for future scholarship program
must complete an application, which can be downloaded
at www.desplainescommunityfoundation.org/scholarship.

The five 2018 recipients for the Foundation scholarships are Michael Bilotich, Caty
Buchaniec and Bhagirath Mehta from Maine West High School; Hazel Patel from Maine
East High School, and Hannah Siebert from Elk Grove High School. Zack Nelson
received the Sadie Rose Leadership Award.

Des Plaines Community Foundation board

CASINO FUNDRAISER

Wanda Jordan Family Foundation, Orange Crush
Foundation, ITW/Fastex, Pesches Flowers, Anderson
Lock, and The Johnsen Brothers.
The Foundation identifies, links and mobilizes the assets
of the City of De Plaines to support the service programs
of the Des Plaines Healthy Partnership Programs, whose
activities improve the lives of those who live and work in
Des Plaines.
Some of the programs include: Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, Healthy Community/Healthy Youth,
Intergenerational and Seasons of Service.
For tickets to the annual fundraiser, visit www.
desplainescommunityfoundation.org or call Rosemary
Argus at 847-525-5566. For sponsorship opportunities,
call Bob Lewandowski at 847-815-4356 by August 22.

Continued from page 1

Community Foundation,” said Rosemary Argus, executive
director of the foundation. More than 200 people have
attended this event over the years and its great fun for a
great cause.
The Alliant Foundation is the main sponsor of the event
this year with donation of $5,000. Sponsorships for food
and beverage stations are still available for the annual
event at the $4,000, $3,000, $2,000, $1,000 and $500 levels.
Call Bob Lewandowski at 847-815-4356.
Pledged sponsors include Terry and Bob Lewandowski,
Prairie Sky Financial, BMO Harris Bank, Edward and
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FOUNDATION PRESENTS
ANNUAL SADIE ROSE STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
The Des Plaines Community Foundation recently
awarded its fourth annual Sadie Rose Leadership Award
targeted to junior and senior high school students. Zach
Nelson of Des Plaines was this year’s recipient.
This is the fifth year the Foundation has offered the Sadie Rose Leadership Award. Sadie Rose Argus was awarded the first leadership award in 2014 in recognition of her
tireless contributions to the DPCF.
“The Sadie Rose Argus Leadership Award was established to recognize young individuals who volunteer and
share their time and talents with the Des Plaines Community Foundation (DPCF),” said Rich Holke, president of
the Foundation.
Zach Nelson graduated from Maine West High School
this May and has devoted many hours to community service through his Eagle Scout and volunteer activities. Examples of his service include: serving numerous dinners
at Bessie’s Table, collecting worn out American flags for a
friends of eagle project, helping clean out Salvation Army
disaster relief kitchen trucks for another eagle project,
making donations to the Maine Township Food Pantry,
and hosting dinners for the homeless as well as donating
toiletries.

Zach Nelson and Sadie Rose Argus. Because Sadie was attending school at Purdue, this
is the first year she was able to be present to hand out the awards.

He also contributed to the canned-food drive for Des
Plaines Self Help Pantry as well as volunteering for
organizations such as Feed my Starving Children, the
Salvation Army and serving at W.I.N.G.s sorting donated
clothes for hours.
The Sadie Rose Argus Leadership Award is given to a
student every June in recognition of their efforts and volunteer hours directly related to carrying out the mission,
programs and services of the DPCF. Issued by the board of
trustees, a maximum of $2,000 will be paid to a post-secondary education institution selected by a student who
earns this recognition.
The Sadie Rose Leadership Award has been awarded the
last five years.

CHICAGO MAR THOMA DONATES
$6,000 TO THE FOUNDATION

food pantries,wheelchair ramps being built for those residents in wheelchairs who cannot afford to pay for ramps
as well as volunteers taking the elderly and the disabled to
medical appointments. Rosemary
On December 17, 2017, Rosetold everyone that the Foundamary Argus was invited to attend
tion is comprised of all volunservices at Chicago Mar Thoma
teers and that there are no paid
Church. She attended with Bob,
employees in the Des Plaines
Dina and Lacey Argus. The serCommunity Foundation.
vices by Rev. Dr. Abraham Scaria
Monish John presented her
were inspirational and the muwith a check for $6,000 from
sic and singing were especially
the Chicago Mar Thoma church
beautiful.
members to support the proAfter the services, Rosemary
grams of the Foundation. Rosewas invited to come forward to
mary expressed her appreciation
the front of the church to speak
to everyone.
to the congregation. She talked
“The Mar Thoma Church parDPCF executive director Rosemary Argus and DPCF board member
about the Des Plaines Commuish
members wanted to take this
Sunny Cherian, of Chicago Mar Thoma Church.
nity Foundation and the work we
opportunity to help people in our
are doing including six college scholarships, donations to
community,” said Rev. Dr. Abraham Scaria.
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FOUNDATION DONATES $10,000
TO THREE LOCAL PANTRIES
The Des Plaines Community Foundation recently donated $10,000 to area food pantries. The donations were
split between three local food pantries.
According to Rosemary Argus, executive director of the
Des Plaines Community Foundations, the need for nutritious food grows in the summer months after the school
year ends, especially for children who normally receive
free and reduced lunches at school.
“During these hard times all food pantries are pressed
for help,” said Argus. “People are struggling in this economy and food pantries are a very necessary and important
factor to some resident’s lives. The Foundation Trustees
voted unanimously to donate.”
Rich Holke, president of the DPCF made a stop at the
Self Help Closet and Pantry of Des Plaines where he presented Debbie Walusiak, executive director, with a $5,000
donation.
“We usually help 400 residents a month,” said Walusiak.
“We are extremely grateful to be recipients of what the
Foundation does for the community. They do very generous work.”
Dick Sayad, DPCF board member and Des Plaines 4th
Ward Alderman, presented the Elk Grove Township Pantry with a $2,500 donation.
The Elk Grove Township Pantry accepted the donation and partnered with Meijer through its “Simply Give”
campaign.
This meant that the Foundation’s $2,500 donation was
given on a “Double Match Day” which took place on Friday, June 1st. Meijer matched every donation two times,
so the $2,500 became a $7,500 donation, benefiting the Elk
Grove Township Food Pantry.
The “Simply Give” donations are issued as Meijer
food-only gift cards, and Elk Grove Township can use the
gift cards to purchase food and other eligible items to help
to stock the Food Pantry.
Alderman Dick Sayad also presented a third check on
behalf of the DPCF to Laura J. Morask, Maine Township
Supervisor. The check was a donation of $2,500.
“The generous donation will be used to purchase much
needed food for individuals and families in need,” said
Morask. “The donation is very much appreciated.”

Rich Holke DPCF board president presented Debbie Walusiak of the Self Help Pantry
and Closet and Pantry with a $5,000 donation.

Dick Sayad presented the Elk Grove Township Pantry with a $2,500 donation which
Meijer matched two times for a total of $7,500 on a “Double Match Day” which took
place on Friday, June 1, 2018. (L to R) Lisa Menich, Elk Grove Township Director of
General Assistance and Community Outreach; Dick Sayad, Des Plaines Community
Partnership Foundation Board Trustee and Des Plaines Alderman; Ruslana Dzhala,
Meijer Customer Service Lines Leader; and Paul Pioch, Elk Grove Township
Administrator.

Dick Sayad presented a check for $2,500 to benefit the Maine Township Emergency
Food Pantry. Supervisor Laura J. Morask and Carol Langan thank Sayad and the
Foundation for its continued support.
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This aluminum ramp located in Des Plaines took about six weeks for the Jen School students to build. It has been reused for Des Plaines residents for the 5th time. The Jen School
kids get hands-on training and the experience can turn into a future career.

‘RAMP MAN’ LEADS JEN SCHOOL
BUILDING-TRADES STUDENTS

“What makes the program so successful is the
cooperation among the students,” said Bartholomae,
a retired 33-year veteran instructor. “The plan has
been to divvy up tasks and bring different strengths
to the table. And, they work—just like a real-life
crew. It is really a hands-on experience for some of
these students, and the experience can turn into a
future career.”
It can take anywhere from six weeks for an
aluminum ramp and three months to build a
wooden ramp, depending on the size.
The city’s Department of Health and Human
Services forwards requests for wheelchair ramps to
Argus and the Des Plaines Community Foundation,
which relays them to Bartholomae.
“We currently have a ramp that has been reused
for Des Plaines residents for the 5th time,” he said.
This is the 45th ramp the Foundation has funded
and had built for needy residents through the
guidance and tutelage of Bartholomae.
“This student crew completed the ramp for an
elderly husband and wife in their 80s who are
both wheelchair bound in the community,” noted
Bartholomae.
“The Des Plaines Community Foundation
appreciates Paul Bartholomae and sincerely thanks

Retired teacher, Paul Bartholomae is known to
the Des Plaines Community Foundation (DPCF)
as the “Ramp Man” at Maryville Jen School in Des
Plaines.
Bartholomae recently
worked closely with Jen
School building-trade
students to encourage
the assembling of metal
wheelchair ramps for
an elderly Des Plaines
couple.
According to
Rosemary Argus,
executive director of the
Des Plaines Community
Foundation, the
program is a great
Paul Bartholomae works with the Jen
asset for the students
School students in Des Plaines.
who are eager to learn
construction skills and helping the community is
an added boost.
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Student trade workers assemble a wheelchair ramp.

him for his work with the Jen School students in Des
Plaines,” said Argus.
“Approximately 10 Jen School students put the ramp
together with the assistance of Bartholomae. It was a
$6,000 cost donated by the Foundation.”
The Des Plaines Community Foundation also
donated $3,750 to the Maryville Jen School garden
shed project to buy the supplies, including tools and
lumber needed to construct a garden shed, while the
students provide the labor under the supervision of
Bartholomae.
“The ramps are the most important thing we do for
the Des Plaines residents in need,” said Bartholomae.
“It becomes a problem when the elderly or disabled
can’t get out of their homes to get to the doctor.”
At the time he retired in 2016, Bartholomae and
his students had just completed the 43rd ramp,
several new sheds, shelving and picnic tables at The
Homestead at Maine West High School.
Though he is retired, he is continuing to volunteer
his time with the DPCF board and with the Jen School
building trades students.
Many of the students have preferential learning
styles like hands-on and visual learning. These
alternative learning styles help expose the students to
experiential learning—for example construction or
subcontractor jobs.
According to Argus, the Des Plaines Community
Foundation appreciates all the volunteer work by
Paul Bartholomae and expresses a special “thank
you” to Bartholomae for working with the students

A new wheelchair ramp is installed.

and encouraging the building of wheelchair ramps to
help free disabled and elderly people who are trapped in
wheelchairs in their homes.
“The wheelchair ramps allow folks to go to the park
or even go out for ice cream,” said Argus. “The Building
Trades students have touched the lives of residents,
young and old, with various challenges.”
The Des Plaines Community Foundation buys the
supplies, including tools and wood, while the students
provide the labor after school. The program trains
students who are eager to learn construction skills and
help the community.
“These local kids have come to the aid of many
residents that needed assistance,” Argus said. “During
winter they have shoveled snow for residents. During
spring and summer, they have mowed lawns and cut
bushes.”
Some of the DPCF programs include; Neighbors
Helping Neighbors Program Committee; Healthy
Community/Healthy Youth Program Committee;
Intergenerational Program Committee, and Seasons of
Service program Committee.
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors:
ZANIES FUNDRAISER PUTS
THE ‘FUN’ IN FUNDRAISING

Dan and Jody Whalen.

The comedy
headliner at
Standup for Des
Plaines III was
Andy Woodhull
with his unique
style.
Woodhull is a
previous winner
of the “Best of
the Midwest
Competition”
at “Gilda's
Laugh Fest,” the
“Butterfinger
Comedy
Showdown,”
the “Carnival
Rich Holke and Rosemary Argus attended the Zanies
comedy fundraiser.
Comedy
Challenge” and
the St. Louis leg of the “Laugh Across America Contest.”
You’ve also heard Andy on “The Bob and Tom Show” and
seen him as a semi-finalist on CMT’s “Next Big Comic.”
“Cyndi at Zanies has been very helpful in planning the
date and the show,” said Jody Whalen. “We had more than
150 guests show up the past two years, which was just
great.”
Dan Whalen did about five minutes of stand-up
comedy at the event—reminiscing his younger days when
he did open mic night at the old Rosemont COMEDY
Cottage in the mid-1980s.
Another guest who had a great time also remarked,
“What a better way to break up the work week and get a
few laughs at the famous Zanies comedy Club.”

Patty Sayad, Barbara Mangano, Alex Mangano, Dina Argus and Dick Sayad enjoy the
Zanies Fundraiser.

The Whalen family and Rosemont-based Zanies
Comedy Club recently worked together to raise nearly
$6,900 to support the Des Plaines Community Foundation
at Standup for Des Plaines III, a special comedy night
benefit. The Orange Crush Foundation donated $2,500 of
that total.
“This will be the third year of charity event for the Des
Plaines Community Foundation,” explained Dan and Jody
Whalen.
According to the Whalens, who have lived in Des
Plaines for 32 years, the profit from last year’s Zanies
fundraiser turned out to be nearly $5,000. All went to
support the Des Plaines Community Foundation and its
programs.
“Zanies Comedy Club and Cyndi Nelson, the general
manager, worked with us to host this fundraiser for the
past three years and allowed the entire ticket price to go to
the charity,” said Dan Whalen. “All event guests have to do
is purchase a ticket and two items off the menu—such as a
drink or an appetizer—and enjoy the show.”
According to Rosemary Argus, the executive director
of the Foundation, the Whalen’s provide a very fun
evening and raised a significant amount of funds for the
Foundation.
“We appreciate their good work,” said Argus.
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FOUNDATION AND LOCAL
BUSINESSES SERVE A HAPPY
THANKSGIVING FOR FAMILIES
The Des Plaines Community Foundation, T-Bob’s
Smoked Bar-B-Q and Sysco Foods Chicago worked together to provide and deliver Thanksgiving Day dinners. As
a result, more than 200 families, homebound seniors and
people with disabilities had a very Happy Thanksgiving in
2017.
According to Rosemary Argus, the executive director of
the Foundation, turkey dinners were delivered to those in
wheelchairs, on oxygen and the blind, who have difficulty
leaving their homes.
This is our sixth year making the meals and delivering
the turkey dinners,” explained Argus. “It was T-Bob’s and
my idea, as well as local churches. It’s a group effort. T-Bob’s
owner Ted Roombos and his family and staff have donated their time every year to help on Thanksgiving,” Argus
added. Roombos roasts all the turkey breasts for the dinners
every year.
Lacey Belle Argus, and her schoolmates from Maine
West, made Thanksgiving Day “we care about you cards”
which were included with the meals. The student cards give
the recipients a special note so that they will know people
care about them.
“There are a lot of good people in Des Plaines,” said Argus. “Every member of the Des Plaines Community Foundation is a volunteer. We have no paid employees.”
According to Argus, the list of people who were served
through the Thanksgiving Day program consisted of Des
Plaines residents who requested assistance by calling the
Neighbors Helping Neighbors hotline at 1-888-646-8898.
Everyone on both the Neighbors Helping Neighbors list
and the Des Plaines church lists were called to confirm they

would be home on Thanksgiving Day and enjoyed
having a cooked meal
delivered.
Sysco Foods provided 80
pounds of turkey breasts,
vegetables and potatoes.
A handmade card created by volunteers.
T-Bob’s roasted the turkey.
Volunteers packaged the corn,
sweet potatoes, main entrée, bread and pumpkin pie.
“A special thank you to all who donated and a special
thank you to Board Trustee, Jan Goczkowski for securing
many of the volunteer drivers,” said Argus. “All the DPCF
Trustees made this day possible. There were many happy
individuals who received Thanksgiving meals.”
More than 75 local volunteers, including a large number
from Sysco Foods, delivered meals between 10 a.m. and
noon on Thanksgiving Day.
The IT Department at the City of Des Plaines made the
map of the routes for the volunteer drivers on Thanksgiving.
They delivered to the homes of the more than 200 families
who received meals.
“This is a really touching program to provide for these
families,” said Argus. “We appreciate all the volunteers’ hard
work on Thanksgiving Day. This is one of the most satisfying things that we’ve done.”
Neighbors Helping Neighbors also delivered on about
500 requests for help from Des Plaines residents in need
this year. The NHN Program links community volunteers
with residents in need of transportation to medical appointments, grocery shopping, yard and home care, installation
of emergency-response boxes, wheelchair ramps and decks.
Volunteers also provide transportation to Des Plaines
residents. All residents have to do is call the Neighbors
Helping Neighbors Hot Line (1-888-646-8898) and request
help.

Brendan Joyce, Paul Du Vair and Lacey Belle Argus.

Ted Roombos and Bob Kuzmanic.
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Seasons of Service
DPCF STUDENT VOLUNTEERS
The Des Plaines Community Foundation has had a
presence at the annual Spring Fun Fair at The Mountain
View Adventure Center in Prairie Lakes.
The Foundation gave out 100 bicycle helmets to the first
children who attended and needed a helmet. Bike safety
checks, bike safety
information and
minor maintenance
were provided.
The idea of the
bicycle project
was presented to
the Foundation
for funding by Dr.
Michael Bagby,
who continues to
head up the project
and work every
year. Lacey Argus
unpacked helmets
and put DPCF
stickers on bicycle
helmets.
Above: Sadie and Lacey Argus volunteered that day,
labeling and helping distribute helmets.
“The Foundation
has given more
Left: Dr. Michael Bagby distributes helmets.
than 1,000 helmets
since they gave
away the first one and I have seen a bunch of kids wearing
these helmets,” said Bagby. “Thanks to Lacey and Sadie
Argus for helping with labeling the helmets and passing
them out.”

PHOTOS FROM
LAST YEAR'S GALA
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SOUTH SCHOOL STUDENTS
CONTINUE TO ‘PAY IT FORWARD’
Recently South Elementary School participated in the
“Pay It Forward Initiative” sponsored by the Des Plaines
Youth Commission.
In April, South students were encouraged to be kind
to others. Their acts of kindness were recognized in a
kindness tree overflowing with colorful paper flowers that
garnered their names. The final count of flowers and good
deeds was 223.
Students were encouraged to share those deeds within
their community and voted to award Des Plaines Self Help
Closet and Pantry their earnings and donations.
“The Pay It Forward Inititive has been a great success
this school year teaching them the meaning of something
as simple as an act of kindness,” said Katerina Vaselopulos,
psychologist at South Elementary School. “It helps remind
our students that being a great student also means being a
part of our school community by keeping those promises.”
Des Plaines Community Foundation gave a check for
$223. One dollar for each student's good deed was given to
the Pantry in recognition of South Elementary School.
Des Plaines Community Foundation Board member Jan
Goczkowski presented the $223 check to Debbie Walusiak,
Executive Director of the Des Plaines Self Help Closet and
Pantry in recognition of the students in the Pay it Forward
program at South Elementary School.

DPCF board member Jan Goczkowski accepts a thank you note from South Elementary
School kindergarteners.

As they presented the check and donated items in front
of the students the kids saw how their efforts truly made a
difference in the community. They really wanted to continue to give back.
“Seeing the 223 canned goods or 223 dental products
made a serious impact on the students,” said Kristin Jares,
principal at South Elementary School.

888-646-8898
1420 Miner Street, Room 502A
Des Plaines, IL 60016
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Des Plaines Community Foundation
Des Plaines City Hall
1420 Miner Street, Room 502A
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016

SIGN UP TO ATTEND RIVERS CASINO FUNDRAISER

The Des Plaines Community Foundation's 15th Annual Fundraiser
is on Friday, Sept. 7, 2018, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., at the Cube,
located inside RIVERS CASINO, 3000 S. River Road, Des Plaines.

$85

